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THIRTIETH CONGRESS-FIRST SESSION.

•======================~
Report No. 516.
[To accompany H. R. bill No. 444.]

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

ii.'

PETER PARKER AND J. L. MARTIN.
APRIL

26, 1848.

Mr. McCLELLAN, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, made
the following

REPORT:
\,

The Committee on Foreign .Ii.ffairs, to whom was referred the petitions of Peter Parlcer and Jacob L. Martin, esquires, respectfully
report:
That they have had the same under consideration, and are of
opinion the prayer of the petitioners should be granted for the
reasons assigned in the ann,exed letters of the Secretary of State.
DEPARTMENT OF ST..lTE,
Washington, Februai·y 28, 1848.
Srn: I have received your note of the 23d instant, with the
-accompanying petition (herewith returned) of P eter Parker, esq.,
and have the honor to state, with reference to your request for
information, that Alexander H. Everett, esq., late commissioner of
the United States in China, died at Canton on the evening of the
28th of June last, whereupon the affairs of the mission immediately devolved upon Doctor P arker, the secretary of legation and
Chinese interpreter, who has performed, and continues to perform,
the duties of acting charge d'affaires, to the entire satisfaction of
this department. In my opinion, therefore, Doctor Parker is
equitably entitled to the additional compensation he claims. Precedents in support of such an allo,~ance are numerous.
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient sen-ant,

\TAMES BUCHANAN.

Hon. R. M cCLELLAND,
Of "the Committee on Foreign Affairs,
J-loy~se of Representatives.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE,

Washington, .flprit 7 , 1848.
Sm: I have received your note of the 29th ultimo, an<l have the
honor to state, in reply, that Mr. King presented his letter of
recall, on the 15th of Se ptember, 1846; and that Mr. Rush, his
successor in the United States mission at Paris, delivered his
credential letter to the King of the French, on the 31st Jul y
following. Mr. Mar't in, the secretary of our legation in France,
satisfactorily performed the duties of acting charge d'affaires during
the intermediate time. Precedents for allowing an acting charge
cl'affaires the difference between the salary of a secretary of legation and that of a charge are numerous; and several cases have
occurred in which an ou1fit has also been allowed; but it is for
Congress to judge of the expediency of granting both, or either.
I transmit to you , enclosed , a copy of a letter from Mr . Martin ,
dated at Paris, on the 9th ultimo., in which he presents to this department, and urges his claim.
I am, sir, respectfully your obedient servant,
J AMES BUCH ANAN .
Hon. R. McCLELLAND,
Of tlie Committee on Foreign .11.ffaires ,
House of Representatives.

List of precedents bearing on these cases .
W illiam Radcliff, United States consul, Lima, for diplomatic
· services performed upon the death of the United States charge
, d 'affaires; W. II. D. C . Wright, Uni ted Stales consul , Rio de J aneiro, for diplomatic services performed upon the retiremen t of
U nited States charge d'affaires.- Act 29th May, 1830, vol. 8 , p .
348 .
George 'N . Slacum, United States consul, Buenos Ayres, all owed , on account of dip lomatic services, from 14th J une, 1831, t o
t he 5th of June, 1832, $4,870.- Act 2d March , 1833, vol. 8, p .
784 .
J ohn R. Clay, secretary of legation , allowed as an outfit and on
-account of his services as charge d'affaires, 1 year 7 months and 6
days, $1,200. -Act 2d March, 1833, vol. 8, p . 784 .
·
T . B. Barton, secretary of legation, Paris, allowed outfit and
salary as charge d'affaires.-Act 2d July, 1836, vol. 9, p . 5 10.
J. A. Smith and J. C. Pickett, allowed salary of a charge
cl'affaires; Mr. Pickett also allowed a quarter's salary of a secretary
of legation for expenses of return to the United States.-Act 30th.
June, 1834, vol. 9, p. 143.
William D. Jones, United States consul, Mexico, allowed, in full
for diplomatic services at the government of Mexico, from 28th
Decem,ber, 1836, to 7th July, 1839, $11,360 95.-Act .21st July,
1840, YOL 10, P· 81.
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N. Niles, special agent, allowed outfit and salary of a charge
<l'affaires.-U. S. Laws, vol. 10, p. 81.
Daniel Brent, United States consul, Paris, allowed, during suspension of regular diplomatic intercourse between France and the
United States, in 1835 and 1836, $4,084 21.-Act 3d March, 1843,
vol. 10, p. 519.
H. Ledyard, secretary of legation, Paris, allowed outfit ancl
salary as charge d'affaires, while so employed in France, $9,456.Act 3d l\Iarch, 1845, vol. 10, p. 728.
B. C. Green, secretary of legation, Mexico, allowed for compensation while officiating as charge d'affaires, $1,069 40.-Act 3d
March, 1845, vol. 10, p. 728.
J.P. Hutchinson, United States consul, allowed for diplomatic
services at Lisbon, S2,900.-Act 3d March, 1845, vol. 10, p. 728.
A . Middleton, secretary of legation,
diplomatic services in
Spain during several periods, $1,454.-Act 3d March, 1845, vol.
10, p . 728.
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